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Settle in their own country. They camped on a small island at
a distance of About an arpent or two from the island on which
their former Village Was situated,* being quite confident that
the Renards Had gone away permanently. But they were not
left long in peace, for the Renards came to infest not only them
and all their families, but also a number of Saquis who Were
with Them, and Camped in two different forts below the island
on which their former fort Stood, so as to attack them on all
sides, Being at a distance of an arpent and a half at the most,
and the River being easy to cross as the Water was only knee-
deep. They began first by attacking two puants, who were fish-
ing with spears. These they killed, and one of their own people
was killed also. They fought thus for nearly forty eight hours
without speaking to one another. At the end of that time the
Puants, being the first to begin the address, called out to the
Renards: “What does this mean, my brothers? We are Sur-
prised that you should attack us today without saying anything.
Know you not that we are always your true brothers, since we
have always been so from The olden times of our forefathers.
It is true (they added) that you have to reproach us with hav-
ing dipped our hands in youf blood, by Delivering two of your
people to the Outaouoys and folles avoines. But If we did, it
was because we were forced to do so, and could not help it.
Nevertheless, we are now filled with regret at having done so,
and we will show you that we are still prepared to give you
proofs of the Sincere affection we have always had for you. We
have here four folles Avoines whom we will deliver into your
hands to do with as you will in payment and compensation for
the loss of the two [Renards] just mentioned.” They at once
led out two of them bound ; and, after cutting off the heads of
the two others, they immediately carried these to them, begging
the Renards to cease to be angry with them and to have pity on

1The island on which the Winnebago village had formerly stood,
was that now known as Doty Island, and a part of Neenah, Wis. A
small island below this, in Little Lake Butte des Morts, would appear
to have been the site of the fort where the events described in this
document occurred.—ED.
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